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Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 10 September 2013 – 12:30 pm 

  

Present:  Rt. Wor. Graeme Outerbridge, JP, Chairman 

   Alderman Donal Smith, JP 

   Alderman Carlton Simons, JP  

   Councillor Keith Davis  

   Councillor Lawrence Scott  

     Councillor George Scott, JP   

      Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 

 

  Apologies:    Alderman Gwyneth Rawlins, JP 

     Councillor Troy Symonds 

     Human Resources Manager – Lindell Foster 

          

Staff:   The Secretary – Ed Benevides, JP 

   The Treasurer – Tanya Iris  

   City Engineer – Patrick Cooper 

     Events Project Manager – Danilee Trott 

     Communications Manager – Aderonke Bademosi Wilson 

       

       

 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 12:45 pm.   

 

1. Public Presentations  

 

 There were no public presentations. 

  

2.    Review of Corporation Minutes of 10 July 2013 

 

The Secretary noted changes: 

 

Page 2 of 6 

Page 3 of 6 

Page 5 of 6 

 

The word “Recommendation” to be changed to “Resolution”. 

 

The minutes were accepted as read.  

 

Proposed:   Councillor K. Davis    Seconded: Alderman D. Smith 

Unanimous 
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3.   Matters Arising 

 

There were no matters arising out of the Minutes of 10 July 2013 

 

4.   Review of Committee Minutes 

 

(a) Infrastructure, Development & Future – 8 July 2013 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board approve to move ahead with the original plan for the 

tent structure. 

 

The Secretary commented that this recommendation was subsequently superseded with the 

plan for the other location.  The Mayor said that when the marketing plan was forwarded it 

was deemed not to be in the remit of what the Board was expecting. 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board not approve the large scale presentation of the Pavilion 

Business Plan 2013 – 2015 but for them to come back with a secondary Business Plan based on 

the original discussions. 

 

The Mayor said that the Pavilion Business Plan went against CoH’s tax base and it was very 

different from what was put forward to the Events Department. It was felt that the 

permission should be rescinded.  Councillor Davis clarified that this was far beyond the initial 

concept of what was presented and approved.  It was a very comprehensive business plan 

inclusive of having a full-time presence with staff and events that would have been adverse to 

the food and beverage type business operations on Front Street. Councillor L. Scott queried 

the initial concept.  The Secretary said the original plan which was approved in principle was a 

different type of arrangement between CoH and this organisaton.  What was presented to the 

Board was a completely different project, i.e. the formation of another organisation that 

would operate the events. 

 

Proposed:  Alderman D. Smith    Seconded:  Councillor K. Davis 

No Vote:  Councillor L. Scott 

Passed. 

 

      Planning Applications 

 

The Secretary commented that a number of Planning applications had come in that would time-

out within the next 2 weeks. The Infrastructure Committee would not be meeting until the end 

of the month and was recommending that they be brought forward today.   

 

Alderman Smith acknowledged that he had no problem with the applications being brought 

forward. 
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  1. 45 King Street – Seventh Day Adventist Church  

  

The City Engineer advised that the church hall borders the King Street car park and they 

were applying for a change of use from a church school or church rooms to be turned into a 

pre-school. They were already set up as classrooms, hardly any internal modifications 

required. In their plan they stated that they intended to do pick-up and loading on their own 

property, hence no parking or traffic issues.  The site plan was showed the internal, i.e. 

bathrooms, classrooms, etc.  The only modification they were asking for was to put up a 

shade structure and a new bannister so that it would be code compliant with children. 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board support this application. 

 

Proposed:  Alderman D. Smith                                  Seconded:  Councillor R. Edwards 

Unanimous 

 

2. 41 Cedar Avenue, Cedar Holdings – Corner of Church Street and Cedar Avenue 

 

The City Engineer advised that the application request was to change commercial offices 

into an educational facility (classrooms).  The group is called B Smart and they were looking 

to do a range of programmes in there, i.e. pre-schools, school children, adults, etc., a 6-day a 

week  operation from 8:30am – 8:00pm. The Mayor queried if there had been requests to 

have recreational activity in Victoria Park to which the City Engineer said that he had not 

received any.   

 

The range of services offered would be:  the Smart Stimulation Programme, Occupational 

Therapy, Pre-School, Parent/Teacher Education Training Workshops, Dance Classes, 

Summer Smart Camps and Pre-School Smart.  They would be entering the facility from 

Cedar Avenue.  The City Engineer shared his concern, the drop-off of primarily preschoolers 

(6-10 children) and the traffic problems that would be caused, i.e. traffic congestion.  This 

is on a main bus route, creating a safety issue and he would enquire how they planned to deal 

with the dropping off of small children in this busy intersection.  He recommended approving 

the application with the concerns regarding dropping the children off and that parking would 

not be created for drop-off zones unless instructed by the Council.  

 

Alderman Simmons queried if there was any parking that could be transformed and sold to 

them in bulk.  The City Engineer commented that CoH has never sold parking spaces to 

businesses on the street. He said CoH has at least 4 other locations around the City where 

drop-off parking had been created.  The Mayor suggested creating a new policy for drop-

offs in rental agreements.  Alderman Simmons then spoke about the buses turning at that 

intersection and the number of problems that could arise and if consideration was not given 

for designated parking, the parents would drop their children off anyway.  He suggested 

agreeing to give or sell them some parking.  Councillor Edwards spoke about the no parking on 

Reid Street and queried if this could be done in a similar way on that street.  The City 

Engineer said if a drop-off zone was created, it would have to be signed from 8:00am – 

9:30 am drop-off/pick-up only and CoH would lose revenue from designating those spaces 

for that time period.   
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Councillor Davis said that the current drop-off zones were not designated for a particular 

entity and the no parking on Reid Street from 8:00 am – 10:00am, commercial vehicles still 

have to pay and display to park. CoH would not be losing revenue; they would be prohibiting 

private vehicles to park for that period.  He said possibly when creating parking spaces going 

forward, with an effective date, that the ones that already have those spaces, there should 

be a cut-off date by which they would benefit from the free service and the new ones would 

have to pay for the loss of revenue for those spaces.  The Mayor suggested that this matter 

revert to the Infrastructure Committee to come up with a policy for the future.  Councillor 

G. Scott suggested making that whole street “no parking”.  Councillor Davis recommended 

approving as a change of use for the building only and that there is sufficient parking nearby 

whereby parents could walk the child to the doorstep of the facility. 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board support this application with conditions. 

 

Proposed:  Councillor K. Davis                                     Seconded:  Councillor R. Edwards 

Passed. 

 

3. #6 Union Street – Near E&B Trading 

  

The City Engineer showed the plan. There is a rock cut around their property and they were 

asking permission to cut the rock cut back and terrace it down.  Councillor Davis queried the 

requirement of a retention wall to which the City Engineer said that would be a Planning 

Building Control issue.  There would be no impact to the City. 

 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve this application. 

 

Proposed:  Alderman D. Smith                                    Seconded:  Councillor R. Edwards 

Unanimous 

 

4. Frontage of City Hall 

 

The City Engineer said this was for comments on the application for the re-designing of the 

frontage of City Hall.  As the applicant did not get a letter from the owner of the property, 

it would be a non-valid application.  He would bring the sketches to the Property Committee 

for review but would ask Planning Department to remove this application from the file. 

 

(b)      Property & Safety – 12 July 2013 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board approve Cablevision to pave the lot used for the 

Farmer’s Market. 

 

The Mayor suggested that this item be deferred to the Property Committee. 
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RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board approve the demolition of the Elliott Street 

Property. 

 

This is the last remaining of the old properties on the corner of Washington and Elliott 

Streets, at the eastern entrance to Bull’s Head. 

 

Alderman Smith queried whether this property was rentable; the City Engineer said that 

this property is in a dilapidated state, it would require a few hundred thousand dollars to put 

it in a state to be rented.  What the rents are these days, CoH would never make the money 

back.  If rented in the state that it is and ask for it to be fixed up (like the Fish Hut 

situation), the tenant would need a 20 year lease to make their money back. 

 

Alderman Simmons suggested postponing the demolition of this building because he has a 

proposal that he would like to bring forward to the Property Committee regarding 

residential within the City.  Alderman Smith queried if CoH provided demolition or does it 

have to be outsourced.  The City Engineer said that it would cost less than $10K to demolish 

the structure, clean the site and flatten.  The idea was to create a bigger space for the 

Farmers’ Market. 

 

The recommendation was deferred to the Property Committee.  

 

Alderman Simmons then spoke about the deferment and wanted to withdraw as it would 

make more of a permanent fixture for the Farmers’ Market.  The Mayor indicated that 

there was the potential move for the Farmers’ Market to Front Street.  As it appeared not 

to be a concern, Alderman Simmons said to keep it deferred. 

 

The Event Project Manager elaborated that there had been 2 City Market meetings and 

Councillors Edwards and Symonds were both supportive of the move of the City Market to 

#1 Car Park without the tent. 

 

RESOLUTION: That the Board approve to extend the benefit for the time period that the 

business was not in operation.  

 

The Secretary commented that this recommendation should have been in Infrastructure but 

it was to do with al fresco dining and the extension of the benefit that CoH had extended to 

encourage development and business in Northeast Hamilton.  This was supported by the 

Committee and the technical officers; because of various delays, they were not able to take 

advantage of the 12 months’ benefit. 

 

Proposed:  Alderman D. Smith                                          Seconded:  Councillor R. Edwards 

Unanimous 
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 (c)     Staff, Legislative & Governance – 16 July 2013 

     

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board take the matters in their own hands as a health and 

safety issue and recommended that the Engineer secure the work place and the health of 

the workforce by removing the cats. 

 

The City Engineer said BFAB had been advised.  The traps would be set within CoH property 

basically underneath Bulls Head.  The cats were defecating in the work space, said there 

were about 10 cats that live under Bulls Head and sleep in CoH’s machines.  Alderman 

Simmons spoke about the large number of cats that are on Princess Street and queried if 

CoH had a policy to manage stray animals.  The City Engineer said this is a national policy.  

The Mayor commented that SPCA has that mandate; other animal groups were also actively 

involved in trying to attack the problem.  Specifically with the Works Depot, where there 

was a health issue with the workers, BFAB had been consulted; they have made moves to get 

the cats away from the works yard.  It had been made clear to BFAB that if the cats were 

found on the property, they would be turned over to the SPCA. 

 

The City Engineer said CoH has tried to work with all of the groups and the number one goal 

was to get the cats relocated somewhere outside of the City to eliminate any health issues.  

The Mayor said on the larger issue on the City streets, CoH would have to address with the 

same activism. 

 

 RECOMMENDATION:  To contact BFAB for them to do an assessment of the City streets. 

 

(d) Finance – 17 July 2013 

 

There were no recommendations from the Minutes of 17 July 2013 

 

(e)   Business Advisory – 11 July 2013 

 

There were no recommendations from the Minutes of 11 July 2013.   

 

(f)  Residents Advisory  

 

    There was no meeting held in July. 

 

6. Any Other Business 

 

   The Event Project Manager spoke of a sponsorship request which did not enough time to go 

 the Infrastructure Committee.  The Department of Health was having a function in Victoria 

 Park tomorrow evening, in celebration of Wellness. They had applied some time ago and the 

 venue had been booked They were requesting the rental fees to be waived and pay for 

 staff to clean up, etc.  It is a free event for the public and is part of the “Move More 

 Bermuda Campaign”, doing free health screens, free vendors, healthy food options, etc.  The 

 event would be held from 5pm – 8pm and the charge would be $200 per hour ($600 rental fee 

 + $85 per hour for custodians).   
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 Alderman Simmons commented on the processes that are in place and it was not reasonable 

 for them to expect an approval of this request on such short notice.   

 

  RESOLUTION:  That the Board not support the request to waive the rental fee of 

 $600. 

 

 Proposed:  Alderman C. Simmons   Seconded:  Councillor K. Davis 

  Motion failed. 

 

 The Secretary said as there was no motion on the table to support the request, the request 

 would be denied. 

  

 

The public part of the meeting closed at 1:45 pm. 

    

 

 

     

____________________________   _______________________________ 

Date        Mayor 

 

        _______________________________ 

        Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


